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SUBJECT: KURDISH BID EOR USG SUPPORT 
REF: BEIRUT 735 1; BAGHDAD 369 

1 . IE WE ARE INTERESTED IN WORKING TOWARD IMPROVING RELATIONS 
WITH IRAQ, I BELIEVE TIME HAS COME TO DISASSOCIATE OURSELVES 
EROM KURDISH REQUESTS EOR U. S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND AVOID 
RECEIVING KURDISH ENVOYS, EVEN EOR SYMPATHETIC HEARINGS. SUCH 
A DECISION COULD ALSO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR BROADER INTEREST IN 
REGIONAL STABILITY. THIS RECOMMENDATION IS BASED ON EOLLOWING 
CONCLUSIONS: 

2. BAATH REGIME, HOWEVER DISTASTEEUL TO US AND MOST IRAQIS, 

IS ESSENTIALLY A NATIONALIST REGIME, EXCEEDINGLY JEALOUS OE ITS 
SOVEREIGNITY. IT HAS RECOGNIZED IT CANNOT DEEEAT KURDS MILITARILY 
AND IN MARCH 1970 ACCEPTED NECESSITY OF GRANTING KURDS CULTURAL 
AND OTHER RIGHTS. THESE RIGHTS GO WELL BEYOND WHAT KURDS ENJOY 
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IN NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. NEITHER BAATH REGIME NOR ANY OTHER 
IRAQI REGIME IS LIKELY TO AGREE TO TYPE OE AUTONOMY THAT 
BARZANI DEMANDS SINCE TO DO SO WOULD BE TANTAMOUNT TO 
SURRENDERING SOVEREIGNITY. 

3. AS LONG AS BARZANI RECEIVES ASSISTANCE FROM IRAN AND CAN 
HOPE FOR U. S. ASSISTANCE, HE IS UNLIKELY TO COMPROMISE WITH 
BAATH. THUS PROSPECT OE RENEWED FIGHTING AND DIVERSION OE 
IRAQ EROM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REMAINS HIGH. MILITARY 
OPERATIONS AGAINST KURDS WOULD ALSO BE LIKELY TO STRENGTHEN RATHER 
THAN TO WEAKEN SOVIET INELUENCE. THERE IS ALSO POSSIBILITY THAT 
KURDISH INSURGENCY WILL SPREAD INTO TURKEY, AND EVENTUALLY TO 
IRAN. I DO NOT KNOW SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH TURKISHGOVERNMENT 
VIEWS KURDISH PROBLEM, BUT TURKISH AMBASSADOR CUHRUK IS 
INTENSELY INTERESTED IN ALL ASPECTS OF SUBJECT AND RECENT 5 DAY 
VISIT OF TURKISH INTERIOR MINSTER IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN 

PARTLY MOTIVATED BY CONCERN OVER KURDS. 

4. FOR BETTER OR WORSE, IT IS HARD TO ESCAPE CONCLUSION THAT 
EUTURE OE IRAQI KURDS LIES WITH THEIR INTEGRATION INTO IRAQI STATE, 
ALBEIT WITH AS MUCH AUTONOMY AS THEY CAN OBTAIN. ONLY IF IRAQI 
KURDS WERE TO RECEIVE MASSIVE OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE WOULD THEY BE 
ABLE TO ACHIEVE REAL AUTONOMY . SUCH ASSISTANCE IS UNLIKELY TO 
BE EORTHCOMING EVEN EROM IRAN. EURTHERMORE, IN TERMS OE 
REGIONAL STABILITY, IT IS PROBABLY PREEERABLE THAT KURDISH 
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT DOES NOT SUCCEED. 

5. IRANIAN AND ISRAELI ASSISTANCE TO KURDS HAS SERVED THEIR 
PURPOSES, BUT THERE IS LITTLE TO SUGGEST IT HAS SERVED INTERESTS 
OE KURDISH PEOPLE, EXCEPT BY KEEPING ALIVE ILLUSION OE EVENTUAL 
INDEPENDENCE AND WINNING CONCESSIONS EROM BAATH REGIME. SINCE 
CESSATION OF FIGHTING IN MARCH 1970, HOWEVER, KURDISTAN HAS, 
ACCORDING TO SCANTY INEO AVAILABLE HERE, REMAINED A DEPRESSED AREA. 
IT HAS NOT SHARED IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND REMAINS SOMETHING 
LIKE A STATE UNDER SIEGE. A RECENT SURVEY BY ENGLISH ILO EXPERT, 
INDICATES THAT INCOME OF KURDISH ARTISANS MAY BE AS MUCH 

AS 40 PERCENT BELOW ARTISANS IN REST OE COUNTRY. 

6. KURDISH PROBLEM IS OE COURSE INEXTRICABLY LINKED WITH IRAN' S 
POLICY TOWARD IRAQ. THERE CAN BE NO RESOLUTION OE PROBLEM IN 

IRAQ OR LASTING DETENTE BETWEEN IRAQ AND IRAN WITHOUT CESSATION OE 
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IRANIAN ASSISTANCE TO KURDS. WHILE RECOGNIZING OVERWHELMING 
IMPORTANCE OE IRANIAN POLICY, I RECOMMEND THAT WE MAKE CLEAR TO 
ALL CONCERNED PARTIES WHAT U. S. POLICY IS. I BELIEVE U. S. 

POSITION SHOULD BE THAT IRAQI- KURDISH CONFLICT IS STRICTLY IRAQI 
INTERNAL MATTER IN WHICH USG HAS NO INTENTION OF BECOMING 
INVOLVED. THIS POSITION SHOULD BE CONVEYED TO BARZANI' S ENVOYS 
WHENEVER THEY ATTEMPT TO ELICIT U. S. ASSISTANCE AND ALSO TO IRAQI 
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GOVERNMENT, PREEERABLY THROUGH OEFICIAL NOTE. 
LOWRIE 
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